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Baji Rao was master of the situation. He had convinced
Raja Sahu of his earnestness of purpose. By his dauntless
energy he was destined to mould the policy of the Maratha
State for nearly two decades to come.
Having thus secured his position, Baji Rao opened secret
negotiations with Raja Jai Singh Sawai in order to get his
support and sympathy to subvert the Mughal rule in India.
He also maintained secret correspondence with Nandlal
Mandloi Chaudhry of Indore, a zemindar of wealth and
consequence, who was in the service of the Mughal Govern-
ment and was in charge of several important fords of the
Narbada. Having thus prepared the ground, Baji Rao under-
took his first Malwa expedition in 1723-24. He encamped on
the plains of Burhanpur with a force of 12,000 men. The
contingents of Malhar Rao Holkar formed his advance guard.
Nandlal Mandloi Chaudhry sent his Wakil to Malhar Rao
Holkar, inviting him to invade the territory of Malwa.1 He
assured him of all possible help. 'Azimullah Khan, cousin of
Nizamu'1-Mulk, who was then the Governor of Malwa, made
preparations to offer resistance to the enemy, but he was
defeated and his capital Ujjain was plundered. Baji Rao
stayed in Malwa for some time and when he returned to
Satara, where domestic politics required his presence, he
left Udaji Puar at Dhar, Ranoji Sindhia at Ujjain, and
Malhar Rao Holkar at Indore, to establish military posts
throughout Malwa and organize the collection of Chauth and
SardeshrnukHl.
In 1725, Raja Girdhar Bahadur was appointed the
Governor of Malwa. He cherished the idea of establishing his
dynasty there just as Nizamu'1-Mulk had done in the Deccan.
In this hope he tried his best to oust the Marathas from his
territory. The Marathas harassed his forces by repeated
attacks. While he had pitched his camp at Sarangpur, fifty
miles to the north-east of Dewas, he was killed in a surprise
attack on 8th December, 1728, and his army was dispersed.
The late Raja's cousin Daya Narain was appointed to the
Subedarship of Malwa but he also shared the same fate. Now,
the Marathas became virtual masters of Malwa. They turned
out the Mughal 'Amildars, replacing them by their own
1 Malcolm, Central India, p. 84.

